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Cover: The Polycomb gene FIE is
expressed (blue) in unfertilised egg
cells of the moss Physcomitrella
patens (right) and expression ceases
after fertilisation in the developing
diploid sporophyte (left). In situ GUS
staining of two female sex organs
(archegonia) of a transgenic plant
expressing a translational fusion of
FIE-uidA under control of the native
FIE promoter. See Research article
by Mosquna et al. on p. 2433.
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Understanding how cell identity is
determined is a fundamental goal of
developmental biology. lan Chambers
and Simon Tomlinson discuss how the
transcription factors Oct4, Sox2 and
Nanog determine pluripotent
embryonic stem cell identity and
review recent progress in our
understanding of the transcriptional
networks involved. See Review on
p. 2311.
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